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The Survey begen work fn 1817 and since then ima pnbg.’«aha&: neny “
thousands of nevigational oherts snd technioal repere, shish ane besed on | j
the original field, observetory, and office vork of ite men, ne mma in | i
their records and hydrographic snd topogrephic maps turned into the offm. i

These maps and records are £iled scoording to & system that makes thm

rendily socessible to any one wishing to moke use of them, and constitute thc
Archives of the Const and Geodetio Survey. Here oan be found most acourate

dnte (in many cases from 1832 to the present time) in regard to the nature

and form of the conat snd the ses bottom, tides, currente, mm&m.m

dip and variation of the magnetic needle snd the intensity of the easth's
magnetio force, geographie positions and elevations{eonstal and m).- s
the Pigure of the earth ond the condition of the earth's crust, the foes
of grovity, earthquakes, oyeter Pisheries, State boundaries, and mony @é,m | ‘
important subjects, These data are useful to the navigator, the marine and

~ land surveyor, the oceanogravher, the civil engineer, the s#agmp&m'; 'thd" :

geologist, the peophysicist, the municipel ond private title lawyer, the

. geodesist, the magnetioian, the physicist, the astronomer, the historian,
~the electrieian, State governments, and the man in amh of peneral ine

formations The records, reports, and originel meps of the awya of the
Alagkan, Northwestérn, Northern and Northeastern boundaries am ulao &‘ilo&
in the Archives.

In the Archives' records oan be rend the history of the Survey, &
history which ghows that the Survey hos hept pace with the progress of the



Do

countrys ~ This is vhat the records tell uss PFirst, the Atlantic seaports
were charted, then the operations were extended to the vhole Atlantie
geaboards next the survey of the Gulf Comst vas begune. Then came the
discovery of pold in Celifornia, and, in 1849, the first ourveys were made
on the Pncific Conatse In this connection an extraot from the 1851 report
of the Survey is of énteresty "On what cosst before has commerce been
developed from the ountset by the aid of sterm, ohanging all the usunl
gonditions of time, draught, end course? Vhen has it before ocoured that

2 locality (San ?mmiami marked on the charts four years ago @s & mere
trading establishment for ekins, should have grown into a oity, the fourth
«=in svsh & country as the United Statese~in the amount of revenue gollected
for the g@numi trenpury?® Detween 1856 and 186) & pront many records
appear in the ‘rohives, vhich inorense 1@, moat strikingly manifested in

the chorts listed for the tw yearss In 10856 are listed 35 ocharts of the
Atlantio Conat, 156 of the Oulf Const, and 18 of the Pnoiffie Coasts In 1861
are listed 89 charta of the ‘tlantie Goast, 58 of the Gulf Coast, and 51 of
the Pocific Consts The ‘rohives from 1861 to 1665 fnithfully reflect the
Oivil var, for, with the exception of Nﬁarﬁs» from military rmiama,
there is no evidence of Southern works In 1867, Alaskan records first make
their appearance in the Archives, showing that the Survey was at work in

the new urﬂtory in the very first year of ite purchase. In 1870, vémrda
from inlend states began to be sent in, thus recording the fact that in &?&0
yeor the Curvey bogeh,sosk in the interor of the country, wrish-work-ssneiste
wecdrtUf the determinetion of geogrephic positions of primary triangulation
stations m’& the elevations u{']igsrmiao leveling bench marks for the general

eontrol of engineering end surveying works by the Nationul Govermment,



State, and pﬁv&h indivadunls. Porto Rico feeorﬁa appear in 1899, the
year after the acquisition of that island, The Haweiin Islands were
annexed in 1808, and, in 1808, on Hawniian section of the Archives was
ntarteds In 1601, the Philippine Islends began their contribution of records.
The records atill continue to pour in from the United States, .éamimntal
and insular, continually adding now valuable mterial to the irchives of the
Coast and Ceodetic Surveys

The Archives (which contain over 70,000 volmess of surveying records,
and 7000 topographic and hydrogrophic field maps), are eupplemented by a
technioel library and o map department, these three ssotions making up
vhat is known as the Library ond Archives Division of the Coast and Geadetie
Surveys In the Library are 22,500 books and pamphlete comprising fine
eellections of vorks (Americen end foreign) on surveying, hydrography,
t.idan;}?ﬁmd ourrents, navigation, térrestrinl mipgnetiom, and geodesys In the
Map Hel 1 are filed 11,000 oharts of practically all the maritime chart~
issuing of'fices of the workd, and 5,500 mape of the United States and ‘vmraim

- countrioss



